
 

 

FINAL 

 

BLOOMFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

 

There was a regular meeting of the Bloomfield Town Council held at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, 

August 10, 2015 in Council Chambers, Bloomfield Town Hall, 800 Bloomfield Avenue, 

Bloomfield, CT.   

  

Present were:  Mayor Sydney Schulman, Deputy Mayor Joan Gamble, Councilors Joseph Merritt, 

Wayne Hypolite, Joel Neuwirth, Derrick Seldon, Leon Rivers, Joseph Washington and Patrick 

DeLorenzo 

 

Also present were: Philip K. Schenck, Jr., Town Manager, Sharron Howe, Assistant to the 

Town Manager, Marc Needelman, Town Attorney, Attorney Tom Jerrod and India M. Rodgers, 

Clerk of Council 

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

The meeting began with the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 

 

 

ANNOUCEMENTS & PRESENTATIONS 

 

Presentation by Marie MacDonald - $10,000 Bright Idea Grant 

 

Ms. Marie MacDonald, Chair of the Conservation, Energy and Environment Committee gave a 

brief history of initiatives completed with past Bright Idea Grants.  Ms. Samantha Sojka from 

Eversource presented the Town of Bloomfield with a second Bright Ideas grant in the amount of 

$10,000.   

 

The following individuals were in attendance to support these energy conservation initiatives:  

 

 Valerie Rosetti, 88 Kenmore Road 

 David Mann, CEEC Member 

 Raquel Kennedy, Victory Energy Solutions 

 

 

Presentation by Post Road Residential (Andrew Montelli/John McFadyen 

 

Mr. Paul Butler, 25 Jerome Avenue, LLC is requesting of the Bloomfield Town Council approve 

an amendment to increase a section of the building to four stories.  

 

Mr. Butler introduced the following team members to present and discuss the amended 

architectural design for this project: 



 

 

 

 Mr. Andrew Montelli, President and John McFadyen, from Post Road Residential, 11 

Unquowa Road, Fairfield, CT. 

 Christian Alford, from Alford Associate, Inc., 200 Pigeon Hill Road, Windsor, CT. 

 Seelan Pather, LEED AP Principal from Beinfield Archiecture, 1 Marshall Street, South 

Norwalk, CT. 

 

Mr. Montelli gave a brief background history of Post Road Residential.  He stated that the project 

site for the Bloomfield Apartments development project is very unique, being adjacent to Town 

Hall and is the fabric of the town center. 

 

Mr. Montelli requested the Town Council to amend and approve the following: 

 

 Proposed Drainage easement 

 Amend tax assessment agreement – 25% of the footprint is 5 stories, which includes 

amenities. 

 Sidewalk connectivity on town land 

 

The target customer base will be individuals who work in the insurance industry in town, 

approximately 25 to 35 years old with tremendous proximity to amenities. 

 

Mr. John McFadyen thanked town staff for their cooperation and participation with the project 

thus far.  He also presented additional highlights of the project, including the construction 212 new 

rental units of loft style living: 

 

20% - studio apartments 

40% - 1 bedrooms 

35% - 2 bedrooms 

5% - 3 bedrooms 

 

It was also noted that Post Road Residential is fully on board with 20% minority set aside 

agreement for construction bids.  The group will develop a Request for Proposal for a general 

contractor.  A consultant was hired to monitor this agreement. 

 

There was an ensued discussion among Council members regarding the proposal for changes as 

presented by Mr. Montelli. 

 

Councilor Neuwirth inquired about the water table higher on building site – need drainage 

Mr. Alford spoke regarding basements and parking areas 

 

Councilor Rivers inquired about the “factory look” of the structure, the sign feature in the north 

corner.  He also stated that it is a good idea to connect sidewalks, however he inquired about any 

adverse effect to increasing pipes for this expansion. 

 

Councilor Merritt inquired about the gable pitched roof, inclusion of amenity space, drainage 

issues with an installation of a catch basin on island, storage capacity underground and parking. 



 

 

Councilor DeLorenzo commented about sidewalk construction as well as the possibility of amenity 

space/leasing.  It was noted that there are no retail plans for amenity space.  Councilor DeLorenzo 

is in favor of the roof deck as outside space, the communal area inside the courtyard.  He also 

stated that the space is pedestrian friendly with all buildings, 3 units total including balconies. 

 

Deputy Mayor Gamble concurred with not liking the tobacco shed look.  She is in favor of the 

center courtyard and rooftop access view.  Deputy Mayor Gamble also noted that this project 

would be the legacy for Bloomfield to moving forward and an outstanding opportunity for growth, 

and its economic impact on the town. 

 

Councilor Washington inquired about modifying plans and concerns with displacement.  It was 

noted that there are no issues with displacement.  Developers are looking to attract individuals to 

town and the new apartments. 

 

Councilor Seldon inquired about the types of amenities, which will include gym, yoga, spinning, 

lounge, tv area, leasing agent, bike storage/repair, dog grooming/wash station. 

 

Mayor Schulman explained the role of Inland/Wetlands & TPZ, on-site drainage issues, with the 

possibility to have more competition with other towns building new apartment units. 

 

 

 

CITIZEN STATEMENTS & PETITIONS 

 

There were no citizen statements or petitions. 

 

 

REPORT FROM COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEES 

 

Community Services- Councilor Seldon gave a detailed report of upcoming activities and events 

for Social & Youth Services, Senior Services and Leisure Services. 

 

Golf - There will be a special meeting held of this subcommittee on August 18, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.  

Councilor Rivers stated that the town received a large monetary donation from Duncaster 

Retirement Community in support of the new Junior Golf Team at Carmen Arace Middle School. 

 

Finance – The next scheduled meeting will be held on September 21, 2015.  A special meeting 

may be held if necessary.  At this meeting, subcommittee members will discuss an overview of 

pension liabilities, debt service, 2015 fiscal review and an extensive overview of capital 

improvement projects. 

 

Public Safety - Councilor Washington read a detailed report of the last meeting held on July 13, 

2015. 

 

Committee on Committees – The next scheduled meeting of this subcommittee will be held on 

August 18, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. 



 

 

 

Land Use & Economic Development – Deputy Mayor Gamble reported that this subcommittee 

met on July 20, 2015 to discuss the request to sale property located at 1133 Blue Hills Avenue.  It 

was noted that the Board of Education has no issue with the sale of this property.  There is a current 

proposal to build 120 units for residents 60 years and older.  This development could also provide 

additional tax income to the town. 

 

 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

FY 14/15-17:  Review and Discussion Regarding Tax Abatement Request of Paul Butler 

Concerning Bloomfield Center Apartment Development Project 

 

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Gamble, seconded by Councilor Washington and voted 

unanimously to amend the Tax Assessment Agreement to allow a portion of the building to include 

four stories above a concrete podium. 

 

Councilor Hypolite inquired about the procedural process in reference to a vote of Council and a 

tentative recommendation to Town, Plan and Zoning (TPZ) for this project to move forward. 

 

Mr. Philip K. Schenck, Jr. stated that a review and final approval of this project must be completed 

by Inland/Wetlands Commission and Town, Plan and Zoning.  It was noted that this request of 

Council approval is to only address the increase to four stories as opposed to the original height 

already approved. 

 

Councilor DeLorenzo requested a friendly amendment to the original motion to include “not to 

exceed 63 feet in height”.  The maker and seconder of the original motion agreed. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

FY 15/16-3: Consider and Take Action Regarding Request for Drainage Easement (“Center 

Parcel” of Bloomfield Center Special Development District Drainage Easement) 

 

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Gamble, seconded by Councilor DeLorenzo to approve the 

drainage easement as presented by Mr. Philip K. Schenck, Jr., Town Manager.   

 

Mr. Schenck, Jr. proposed a friendly amendment of the original motion to include “no cost to the 

Town of Bloomfield for any improvements to the sidewalk and drain maintenance as 

recommended by the Town Engineer”.   

 

Councilor Merritt recommended this friendly amendment as set forth by the Town Manager. 

 



 

 

Deputy Mayor Gamble and Councilor DeLorenzo withdrew the original motion and accepted the 

friendly amendment of recommendations set forth by the Town Manager. 

Councilor Hypolite inquired about the procedural and technical role of Inlands/Wetlands and the 

TPZ referencing this drainage easement.   

 

Mr. Schenck, Jr. explained that the town does have standards for sidewalk construction. 

 

Councilor Seldon inquired about what would happen if land use regulatory bodies did not approve 

this project. 

 

Councilor Hypolite recommended a new motion to approve the drainage easement subject to 

Administration, Town Attorney, Inlands/Wetlands and TPZ approvals. 

 

Attorney Marc Needelman expressed concerns of the Town Council decision to approve a drainage 

easement without having the final approvals for permits, developer plans, i.e. size, scope, etc.   

 

Attorney Needelman recommended the following motion for Council vote and approval: 

 

It was moved by Councilor Hypolite, seconded by Deputy Mayor Gamble and voted 

unanimously that the Bloomfield Town Council agrees to enter into drainage and sidewalk 

easements with Post Road Residential and Mr. Paul Butler (25 Jerome Avenue LLC), subject 

to the developer obtaining all necessary regulatory permits for the project as proposed to 

date; further to technical review and approval by town administration and subject to legal 

approval by Town Attorney. 

 

Councilor Seldon inquired about issues with the proposed conceptual design of the structure. It 

was noted that Council would have final approval. 

 

 

FY 15/16-4: Consider and Take Action Regarding Adoption of Resolution and Adoption of 

Amendment to the Intergovernmental Consortium Agreement (ICA) 

 

It was moved by Councilor Merritt, seconded by Councilor Seldon and voted unanimously 

to: 

 

• Adopt the final amendment to the Intergovernmental Consortium Agreement (see 

attached) 

• Adopt the enclosed resolution (see attached) 

• Authorize the Mayor to sign on behalf of the Town the signature page of the 

Amendment to Intergovernmental Consortium Agreement 

 

 

FY 15/16-5: Review and Discussion Concerning a Library Building Committee 

 

Mayor Schulman reiterated that Town Council members cannot serve on any building committees, 

they can only serve as liaisons. 



 

 

Mayor Schulman also stated that there is no timeframe to appoint a building committee and it does 

not function until issues are raised and addressed.  It was also noted that members on the building 

committee must be town residents. 

 

Councilor Hypolite expressed concerns with addressing other renovation projects besides plans 

for the library.  He stated that Council should not make a commitment to a specific project and 

exclude other projects. 

 

Councilor Merritt inquired about possibly appointing building committees for other capital 

projects. 

 

Deputy Mayor Gamble stated that all plans for the library are no longer viable and new plans are 

needed to review options for library expansion/renovation. 

 

 

FY 15/16-6: Consider and Take Action Regarding Adoption of Resolution (Appropriating 

$385,000 in the Town Capital Non-Recurring Fund for Board of Education Capital 

Improvements) 

 

 

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Gamble, seconded by Councilor Seldon and voted 

unanimously to adopt the following resolution:  

 

RESOLUTION 

 

WHEREAS, The Town Council on June 25th, 2012, passed a resolution establishing a ‘non-

lapsing’ account in accordance with the C.G.S. 10-248a for Board of Education capital 

improvements and  

 

WHEREAS, The Bloomfield Board of Education has deposited $385,000 into the Town’s 

Capital Non- Recurring Fund from its 2014-2015 budget operations, which supplements a 

previous amount of $1,155,000 for revised total of $1,540,000, now therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED, That the Bloomfield Town Council hereby appropriates the sum of $385,000 

within the Town’s Capital Non-Recurring Fund to BOE Project 10-248a to fund capital 

improvements for board of education purposes and be it further,  

 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education provide to the Town Manager on an annual basis, 

a report of those project(s) funded under this appropriation. 

 

 

FY15/16-7: Consider and Take Action on the Sale of Town Property Located at 1133 Blue 

Hills Avenue (rear of Board of Education building) 

 

Mayor Schulman referred this item to the Finance Subcommittee for further discussion. 

 



 

 

FY15/16-8: Consider and Take Action to Regarding Adoption of Resolution Authorizing the 

Town Manager to Execute Easement and Drainage Right Grants to the Connecticut 

Department of Transportation for Three Location within Filley Park 

 

It was moved Councilor Merritt, seconded by Deputy Mayor Gamble and voted unanimously 

to adopt the following resolution: 

 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

Authorization for execution of Easement and Right-to-Drain Grants to CTDOT at Filley 

Park: 

 

Whereas, the Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT) has historically used 

and/or maintained drainage facilities within Filley Park for the drainage of State Route 189 

(Tunxis Avenue); and  

 

Whereas, The Town of Bloomfield (Town) proposes to relocate certain of these drainage 

facilities as part of its Filley Park Restoration project; and  

 

Whereas, The Town and CTDOT desire to formalize the rights of the CTDOT with respect 

to such drainage and facilities; 

 

Now, therefore, it is hereby resolved that: 

 

The Town Council of the Town of Bloomfield authorizes the Town Manager, Philip K. 

Schenck, Jr., to execute easement and drainage right grants to the Connecticut Department 

of Transportation for three locations within Filley Park on behalf of the Town. 

 

 

 

REPORT FROM MAYOR AND TOWN MANAGER 

 

Mayor’s Report 

 

 On July 22, 2015, Mayor Schulman attended a meeting of consortium of elected officials. 

 

 On July 23, 2015, a meeting of the Alliance for Bloomfield Children was held at First 

Congregational Church. 

 

 Also on July 23, 2015, Mayor Schulman attended a summer concert on the green and 

participated in a Japanese Cherry tree dedication ceremony in memory of Sandra Belliveau. 

 

 On July 28, 2015, a meeting was held with Niagara Bottling Company. 

 



 

 

 On August 4, 2015, the Annual West Indian Independent Celebration was held on the town 

green. 

 On August 6, 2015, Mayor Schulman attended the Connecticut Conference of Democratic 

Mayor’s. 

 

 On August 8, 2015, Mayor Schulman participated in the Annual West Indian Day Parade 

at Bushnell Park, Hartford, CT.  Mayor Schulman stated that the town may interested in 

becoming sister cities with Falmouth Parish in Jamaica. 

 

 On August 12, 2015, a meeting will be held with Capital Region of Council Governments 

(CRCOG) – Executive Board. 

 

 On August 16, 2015, a Walk against Violence campaign will be held at Rehoboth Church 

of God as well as the dedication of a new section within the church. 

 

 On August 22, 2015, the Annual Back to School Fun Fair will be held from 10:00 a.m.- 

2:00 p.m. 

 

 

Town Manager’s Report  

 

Mr. Philip K. Schenck, Town Manager reported the following updates to the Town Council: 

 

 On September 11, 2015 from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m., the Bloomfield Rotary Club will have 

their Annual Beer & Wine Fest at Seabury Retirement Community. 

 

 The Tax Sale has been scheduled for October 1, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.  There are currently 10 

properties up for auction.   

 

 Eversource is currently conducting a major reliability study with a high tension tower for 

wiring and cabling. 

 

 Mr. Schenck, Jr. along with Mr. Brad Davis of WRDC will be the Master of Ceremonies 

at the Annual Back to School Fun Fair. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

It was moved by Councilor Neuwirth, seconded by Deputy Mayor Gamble and voted 

unanimously to approve the minutes of July 13, 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 

Councilor DeLorenzo expressed his excitement about the new apartment development coming to 

town and how it will benefit many residents and businesses.  Councilor DeLorenzo also reminded 

residents to donate to the local Food Bank. 

 

 

Councilor Hypolite – good things with residential development, educational system accolades, 

development of open space and summer concert series are all very positive for the town.  However, 

Councilor Hypolite also expressed concerns with blight by residents in town, unregistered vehicles 

and noise complaints. 

 

Councilor Washington stated that on July 24, 2015, three police officers were promoted to 

Sergeant, however, Officer Tiesha Thomas was the first African American female to be appointed 

Sergeant for the Town of Bloomfield. 

 

Councilor Rivers attended an award ceremony for Mr. Cieran Carr, General Manager for 

Wintonbury Hills Golf Course at Waterford Country Club.  Councilor Rivers read a proclamation 

on behalf of the Mayor referencing his noteworthy accomplishments. 

 

Councilor Seldon suggested to change the current noise ordinance from 11:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., 

to address concerns regarding neighborhood noise complaints. 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

At 10:15 p.m., it was moved by Deputy Mayor Gamble, seconded by Councilor Neuwirth 

and voted unanimously to enter into Executive Session A. – Discussion Concerning 

Settlement of Pending Litigation with the Town Council, Town Manager, Assistant to the 

Town Manager, Town Assessor, Town Attorney and Attorney Tom Jerrod. 

 

At 10:36 p.m., it was moved by Councilor Merritt, seconded by Deputy Mayor Gamble and 

voted unanimously to exit Executive Session A. and enter into Regular Session. 

 

It was moved by Councilor Merritt, seconded by Councilor DeLorenzo and voted 

unanimously to Consent to Settlement of Jackson vs. Bloomfield. 

 

At 10:37 p.m., it was moved by Deputy Mayor Gamble, seconded by Councilor Merritt and 

voted unanimously to enter into Executive Session B. – Discussion Concerning Pending 

Claims and Litigation. 

 

In 10:45 p.m., it was moved by Deputy Mayor Gamble, seconded by Councilor Merritt and 

voted unanimously to exit Executive Session B. 

 

 

 



 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

At 10:46 p.m., it was moved by Councilor DeLorenzo, seconded by Councilor Merritt and 

voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting. 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


